How to Conduct Yourself In a Round

1. Basics: 
a. You should project and maintain an air of dignity, control and coolness. You should inspire confidence in your audience and judge when you speak. 
i. The first step to this goal is how you dress: wear a tie, even better a coat and tie. For women, a conservative dress or pants are appropriate. Women need not wear heels . In all these matters think lawyer. 
ii. Lacking these dress elements, dress neatly, let your attire say: I am serious, I take this topic seriously, I should be taken seriously.
iii. Older, experienced debaters can be both dignified and still occasionally inject a note of fun in the proceedings: novices can’t.
b. Direct your attention to the Judge!!: 

i. You are trying to convince him or her. This applies even during Cross-X!

ii. If you have trouble looking directly at them, try a point just above their head.

iii. If you have more than one judge, as in any speech situation, try to establish contact with each by moving your gaze around the room.

c. Use a formal speaking tone and pitch. 

i. Put yourself in the mindset that this is about you, about something that matters deeply. Its about your life, your family, your future.

ii. Refer to your opponent by first name, as my opponent, “the affirmative” , the negative, etc.

d. Be assertive, not passive.

i. Don’t say I think or I believe, say: It is clear that, or The evidence demonstrates, etc.

ii. Don’t undermine your image with the judge or your own level of self-confidence with weak language!

e. USE YOUR VOICE!

i. Speak clearly, 

ii. Speak loud enough

iii. Speak with authority in your voice and demeanor!

iv. Show passion (but controlled passion)

v. Change tones and inflections as appropriate to the topic

vi. REMEMBER: LD is a cross between oration and extempt! Think ORATION! When you open  your mouth!

vii. Be fluid in your delivery: avoid the usual suspects: ah’s and stumbles, mispronunciations, breaks!

f. Practice your constructive!!

i. Some people memorize the opening attention getter and really work on getting it down pat. Not a bad idea!

ii. Write the constructive with a keen eye on language. See the outline notes from Arguments and Arguing on the power of language.

iii. Use power wording. Again the idea is that you are telling a story, a logically well warranted story, but a story. So your constructive will have a hero, a victim and a villain.

g. Remember during CX:

i. You are in charge of your CX time: you may interrupt a time wasting response. Do so firmly and politely. Try this formula: “Thank you that clears it up.” Or “Thank you, lets move on.”

ii. As a respondent: answer the question:

1. you must appear to be cooperative

2. so keep  your answer short and to the point

3. don’t drag out unfavorable responses: it just highlights them

4. DO THINK CAREFULLY BEFORE YOU ANSWER! Don’t be afraid to ask for a repeat or rephrasing of the question!

h. Practice rebuttals:

i.  Make up topics, silly or serious, it doesn’t matter.

ii. What matters is that you sound like you know what you are talking about at every instance.

iii. Do oration and extempt as your other speech activities. They prepare you for LD.

i. Be aware of etiquette: 

i. You wish to be perceived as a gentleman or gentlewoman, a good person. Better yet, actually be a gentleman or gentlewoman and let it show in how you conduct yourself. 

ii. YOU CAN LOSE ROUNDS BY BEING ABUSIVE!

1. if you are beating your opponent and he or she is simply outclassed, win, win decisively, but win (and lose) graciously. 

2. Observe the courtesies of a round of debate: handshakes with your oppoent, a thank you to your judge, firm but courteous behavior at all times toward your opponent.

iii. Beware of your body language! Don’t project disrespect by closing up your materials as your opponent gives his or her last speech. During cross-x, be calm , be focused on the judge and answer or deal with all questions politely, surely and confidently. Avoid arrogance!!

j. Don’t ask the judge to disclose at any time, you may ask for an oral critique if the judge is so disposed!

k. Try to situate yourself in the room so that you can see both your opponent and your judge. WATCH THEIR BODY LANGUAGE for cues on adjustments to your presentation. 

i. If a judge stops flowing, you are losing him or her: simply, go slower, signpost more clearly. 

ii. If a judge does not flow, they are most likely a lay judge. Try keeping simple and clear. Make sure that you tell your story as effectively as you can, emphasizing your take on who are the heroes, who the victims and who the villains in the case.

2. Flowing: 

a. DO IT!

b. See the model flow here. 

c. Use abbreviations, symbols, whatever it takes. See this Learn-how-to Flow-LD-with-the-pros.htm  

3. Rebutting:

a. Basics:

i. Stay calm: if you act panicked, the judge will notice: that is not good.

ii. Staying calm also helps you to properly judge how to budget your time: don’t spend too long on one issue.

iii. Don’t drop points: try to say something about everything as you go down the flow. This going down the flow is as much to help the judge keep up as it is to keep you organized in your responses.

iv. Don’t bother with the opening quotation: it is usually not part of the argument. If it contradicts case, then brother!

v. Point out dropped points!

vi. Anticipate counter arguments and prepare briefs.

vii. Bluff your way through tough spots: offer something, even a purely analytical or rhetorical response to points you cannot otherwise deal with!

viii. The 1AR is the hardest speech in LD:

1. say one thing about each argument or point raised by your opponent. Say it succinctly; say it with power words and analysis. Then move on.

2. Try grouping arguments. 

a. If they have common assumptions, or common philosophical underpinnings, take out the common assumption, take out the underpinnings and all are refuted. 

b. This is also called “cross-applying”.

3. Use CX to prepare the way for your rebuttal! See here  and above on CX:

b. Go down the flow (see above)

c. In your last speech, especially the AR, crystallize! 

i. You probably can’t cover a 6 minute rebuttal , line by line , in 3 minutes

ii. So tell the judge what the crucial arguments in the round were. 

iii. Tell them why they were crucial.

iv. Then tell him or her why you won them

v. For more on this see here:
d. More on rebuttal theory here.
